[A case of cervical intramedullary neurenteric cyst].
A case of cervical intramedullary neurenteric cyst was reported. A 12-year-old girl was admitted with severe pain over the nape and shoulders, and weakness of all extremities. At the age of 4 years, she had suffered from the nape pain and paraparesis which, however, cleared later spontaneously. Neurological examination revealed evidences of presumptive cervical intramedullary lesion, and myelography showed a complete block at the third cervical level accordingly. Surgical exploration through C3-C5 laminectomy disclosed an intramedullary cyst situated within the right half of the cord. The cyst was removed except for its upper and lower apices. Excellent clinical results followed the operation. The cyst was composed of collagen fibers with an inner epithelial lining, which consisted of single or pseudostratified layer of columnar, cuboidal or squamous cells. Cells were ciliated at some parts. The base of the epithelial cells rested upon the basement membrane. Nuclei were positioned near the base of the cells, to present a row. The cytoplasm in the majority of cells contained abundant mucin positive to PAS staining. Pathological diagnosis of neurenteric cyst was made on the basis of these histological findings. Usually intraspinal neurenteric cyst is located in the subarachnoid space and ventrally to the spinal cord. Neurenteric cyst appears histologically similar to ependymal cyst, though, in the latter the epithelial cells seldom contain mucin, and only in scanty amount, if any present. Embryogenesis during the third week of embryonic life was discussed in relation to the development of neurenteric cyst.